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latest. Mr. Chamberlain made an announcement to this
effect at an early sitting of the Commons. Not until 12.30
p.m. did M. Coulondre go to the Foreign Secretary of the
Reich, fixing the time limit for five o'clock in the afternoon.
At no time had there been disagreement between Mr.
Chamberlain and M. Daladier or M. Bonnet over the
evacuation, prior to any conference, of the invaded Polish
territories. The only argument was over the time limit to
be allowed to Herr von Ribbentrop. In London there
was haste to satisfy the Commons and public opinion,
alike indignant over the invasion of Poland. In Paris
there was temporising for a few hours, justified officially by
military arguments and by military arguments alone.
The position taken up, in the name of Great Britain, by
Mr. Chamberlain in the Commons, and likewise by the
Foreign Secretary in the Lords, was therefore also that of
France, for we cannot regard as garbled the account of
the telephone conversation exchanged at 9.0 p.m. on this
same September 2nd between M. Georges Bonnet and
Count Ciano, given by M. Bonnet himself and inserted as
the final point in the French Yellow Book:
" The Minister assured Count Ciano that the note of
September xst was not in the nature oj an ultimatum and that
the French Government was ready to wait until midday on
Sunday, September yd, for the German reply. At the same
time the French Government shared the view of the British
Government that the conference could not open under the
shadow of force and that, if the proposal was to reach a
successful outcome it behoved the German armies to evacuate
the territory they had occupied in Poland. Count Ciano
informed the Minister, who had already received a similar
intimation from Lord Halifax, that the British Government
laid down as an essential preliminary condition the evacuation
of the occupied territories. Count Ciano thought that this
condition would not be accepted by the Government of
the Reich. The Minister concluded by thanking Count
Ciano for the efforts he had made for the maintenance of peace."